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Christmas 2019 
 
 
Dear Man Up Champions,  
 
I recently returned from visiting our ministry partners overseas 
and was once again reminded just how important friends like 
you are. I heard over and over again comments like, “We thank 
God for Man Up” and “Long live Man Up!” You need to know that 
God is using your giving, your prayers, and your service to 
change the world!  
 
The temptation for me is to immediately launch into our vision 
for 2020, but I would be remiss not to share how special 2019 
was for Man Up and Go. 
 

1. We celebrated turning 5 years old as an official 501(c)3 
ministry! 

 
2. Our Child Sponsorship Program boomed to nearly 75 

children being fed and educated each day.  
 

3. We successfully graduated 46 men in 3 different African 
locations from our year-long Authentic Masculinity 
Program.  

 
4. We launched our Man Up 100 initiative in the greater 

Tampa Bay and Springfield (MO) areas, which aims to 
recruit 100 men in a geographic location to fight for 
foster and adoptive children and families in their 
community. 

 
5. In February, 13 men summitted Mount Kilimanjaro with 

us, raising over $40,000 to support our constituents.   
 

6. We received our first ever 6-figure donation - praise the 
Lord!!! 

  



 

 

 
 
 
Yes, 2019 was a banner year, but we believe God has so much more in store for us, much 
more than we could ever ask for or imagine (Eph 3:20). 
 
I realize you’re inundated with appeal letters at this time of year, but the reality is that 
ministry takes funding, and nearly 99% of our funding comes dollar by dollar from 
individual Champions like you. In 2020, we believe God is calling us to do the following:  
 

• Change the trajectory of 25 children by securing 25 new champions who will 
sponsor their Christian education and daily food.    

• Enroll 100 men in our one-of-a-kind Authentic Masculinity Program (AMP).   
• Create an alumni program for those men who successfully meet the AMP 

attendance, participation, and loan repayment requirements.   
• Structure a Fair-Trade arm of the ministry to not only support the single mothers 

and widows enrolled in our vocational training programs, but also simultaneously 
create an ongoing revenue stream to support other initiatives in the communities 
where we serve.  

• Grow our Man Up 100 domestic program to include 175 men in the United States 
who are making a difference in the lives of foster and adoptive children and 
families in their community.  

 
That’s it. Five initiatives that we believe God wants us to pursue. James 1:27 continues to 
serve as the motivation behind the mission:  
 

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 

from being polluted by the world.  
 
If this mission and vision resonates with you, then would you consider helping us with a 
year-end gift? Everyone who makes a tax-deductible gift between now and the end of 
the year will score a free #PRAY127 shirt, which we hope will remind you to pray every 
Monday at 1:27 PM. (Be looking on our social media channels every Monday at 1:27 for 
that week’s prayer request!) 
 
Thank you again for your support of this ministry, and may the Lord bless you and your 
family in special ways this Christmas season! 
 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Jeff Ford, CEO  
Isaiah 1:17 

 
 
 
 
P.S. When you give online at https://manupandgo.org/donate or return the enclosed card with 
your year-end gift, be sure to let us know your T-shirt size!  


