


THE TIME TO BREAK 
THE CHAINS OF
GENERATIONAL 

FATHERLESSNESS IS

Children in the world go to bed each night 
without a father in the home.

700 MILLION

Children in the United States (nearly 34% of all 
children) live in father-absent homes.

25 MILLION

Children in foster care in the State of Florida (over 
5,000 reside in Pinellas, Hillsborough, and Pasco 
Counties alone).

21 THOUSAND



We believe children benefit 
in every measurable way
from a loving, committed, 
engaged father in the home.



With the presence of a loving 
father in the home, children:

Perform better academically

Demonstrate higher levels of
kindness and compassion

Experience fewer behavioral problems

Are half as likely to battle depression

Experience increased intellectual, 
motor, and physical development 

Are 80% less likely to be incarcerated
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What if the generational cycle of fatherlessness could be broken? 
What if followers of Jesus made disciples of men? 

What impact would that have on fathers? On our communities? 
On our children’s futures and eternities?

what if?



The story of Man Up and Go really begins with the story of Zoie, an orphan 
with an untreatable sickness living in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Her adoptive 
father was haunted by the unexpected death of his second child and was 
now facing the unimaginable in his newly adopted daughter – would she 

survive?  In a moment of weakness, sitting in a foreign 
country, not knowing his next step, Zoie’s adoptive dad was 
encouraged by her new grandfather, from almost 8,000 
miles away, to be STRONGER. 
 
“Man Up, son! Zoie needs you. If she were to die right now, 
at least she can say she had a daddy for two days; a dad 
who loved her and fought for her with everything he had. 
Who else is going to stand up for her? Only you, so love her 
BIG!” Zoie’s dad decided to fight.  She is now a happy and 
healthy young woman.

This moment launched the vision – to see a Father for 
every child.  The vision inspired the mission – to mobilize 
men to Fight for the Fatherless as Jesus commanded.

Zoie and her dad, Roger

zoie'S  Story



Mission To mobilize men to fight for the 
fatherless as Jesus commanded.

VIsion A Father for every child.

values
Excellence – We believe followers of Jesus set the bar 
for excellence when we do our work as unto the Lord. 
Relationships – We believe lives and eternities are 
changed through discipleship relationships.  
Grit – We believe it takes grit to do the hard work and 
lead where others will not go.  
Obedience – We believe knowledge of biblical truth 
and obedience to God’s commands form the foundation 
for the mission.

The mission of Man Up and Go is fueled by both a relentless commitment to Isaiah 1:17 
and God’s heart for the vulnerable, the orphan, and the fatherless.  From a hotel in 
Ethiopia, men committed to a vision of seeing a Father for every child have now taken 
the mission to four countries, two states, and six counties.  With the United States 
leading the world in fatherless families, we have a tremendous opportunity in front of us.



On February 16, 2022, Man Up and Go CEO, Jeff Ford, stood on the steps 
of The Florida Capitol to speak alongside a bipartisan group of legislators in 
support of House Bill 7065 and the critical need to strengthen fatherhood 
initiatives.

This unprecedented opportunity further 
positioned Man Up and Go to become a thought 
leader at the state and local level all while 
opening up doors for the Church to serve those 
closest to the heart of God.

The time to break the chains of generational 
fatherless is now.  Your donation helps transform 
lives and eternities as together we strengthen 
fathers, communities, and futures.

Man Up and Go CEO, Jeff Ford (R), with former Speaker of 
the Florida House of Representatives, Chris Sprowls (L). 

campaign  Overview



The urgent need for strong dads 
is felt by the government. 

Is it felt by the Church? 



Nearly 40% of children in father-absent 
homes have not seen their father at all 
during the past year.



stronger  Fathers
Expanding our Fatherhood Engagement Model will provide increased access 
to biblically-based mentoring options for biological fathers who have lost their 
child(ren) to the foster care system or who are at risk of having their children 
removed.

Impact: 
75% of biological fathers participating in the program will be 
successfully reunified with their child(ren) (or maintain custody) in 
addition to receiving tools and training on the biblical role of a father. 

Expanding the capacity and reach of our Fight Club platform will equip 100 
churches with every possible tool needed to disciple their men to Fight for the 
Fatherless in their communities.

Impact: 
2,500 loving and engaged fathers will model a life committed to the 
Great Commission and Great Commandment with exponential growth 
in year two and beyond (2 Timothy 2:2).



“[This] will change your life…and because 
of that my children admire me. They say, 
‘Daddy is good. Daddy provides for us. 
Daddy prays with us. Daddy loves us!’”

- Dan, Man Up and Go program participant
  in Uganda



Expanding our Authentic Masculinity and community development programs to 
countries with the highest rates of fatherlessness around the world will create 
community transformation.

Impact: 
150 men will complete the Authentic Masculinity Program, resulting in 
90% of husbands more committed to their marriage, children, and work.

Expanding our small business development grant program will provide start-up 
capital and training for men struggling to provide financially for their families.

Impact: 
100 men will receive small business loans through our Authentic 
Masculinity Program with hope, training, and support to successfully 
provide for their families.

stronger  Communities



“Once you’re not a little kid anymore, no 
one wants to adopt you . . . [but] I like 
coming here, I feel like I’m part of a family.”

- David, Aged-out foster youth participating 
in Man Up and Go mentoring program



Expanding our mentoring program for young men currently in (and those 
aging out of) the foster care system to five (5) additional markets will ensure 
a greater number of these young men avoid the pitfalls that traditionally stifle 
their journey to manhood.

Impact: 
Mentees are 75% more likely to procure stable housing, 92% more 
likely to avoid incarceration, and 73% more likely to be employed. 

Expanding our Adopt A Family program will provide support to more families, 
helping ensure licensure retention. (50% of foster families without a support 
system give up their license in the first year of fostering. 90% of families with 
support foster into year two and beyond.)

Impact: 
90% of families participating in the Adopt A Family program will retain 
licensure, providing stability to the children in their care and the child 
welfare system as a whole, thereby reducing the impacts of trauma.

stronger  Futures



God is calling Man Up and Go to raise $1,250,000 to invest in…

  •  Pioneering discipleship tools
  •  Geographical expansion
  •  Infrastructure & technology
  •  Human capital 

…that will mobilize an army of men (and women) to fight for 
the fatherless as Jesus commands. 

Your investment will allow us to equip fathers to be better 
dads, support families impacted by the child welfare system, 
and assist young men aging out of foster care to break the 
chains of generational fatherlessness— saving communities 
over $11,000,000 in costs by June 2024.

We ask you to prayerfully consider how much God would
have you give through June 2023 to make us stronger 
and indicate your commitment on one of our Stronger 
Commitment Cards.

join us in the fight for the fatherless



      Fight Club  |  28%
First-of-its-kind discipleship 

curriculum and technological 
infrastructure to equip men in the 
Church to Fight for the Fatherless.     Administration  |  4%

Equipment, computers, insurance, 
rent, travel, and software 
subscriptions to provide enhanced 
level of services to families, 
churches, and volunteers.

     International  |  12%
Curriculum, training, discipleship, 
and travel costs associated 
with Authentic Masculinity 
Program expansion, community 
development, and small
business loans.

     Adopt A Family  |  12%
Expansion of wraparound
support services to foster
families, a proven long-term 
retention strategy.

     Mentoring  |  13%
Expansion of mentoring services to 
young men and fathers impacted 
by the child welfare system, both 
numerically and geographically.

Church Engagement  |  17%
Start up capital and personalized 

coaching to expand brand 
awareness to reach churches

in at least (5) new markets.

Fatherhood Engagement  |  14%
Pioneering curriculum and

strategic market staff
development to position

Man Up as "go to" resource
for State-mandated fatherhood 

engagement model.

$1.25 Million
Funding

Breakdown



Stronger Fathers

Prayer 1
Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe everything 
I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20

The United States is the 
world's leader in fatherless 
families.

Heavenly Father, may we be 
compelled by your
Great Commission to make 

disciples of men, to see 
families restored, a Father for 
every child, and the cycle of 
fatherlessness broken for your 
glory. 

Prayer 2
You, therefore, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. What you have 
heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses, commit to 
faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also. 2 Timothy 
2:2

More than half of all children 
who do not live with dad 
have never been in his or her 
father's home.

Heavenly Father, we ask you 
to strengthen fathers and 
families.  Cultivate in your 
followers a heart to teach and 
model your commands to the 
next generation.  May fathers 
lead their families well through 
the power of your Holy Spirit.  

Stronger Communities 

Prayer 1
Sing to God! Sing praises to his 
name. Exalt him who rides on 
the clouds  —  his name is the 
LORD  —  and celebrate before 
him. God in his holy dwelling is 
a father of the fatherless and 
a champion of widows. God 
provides homes for those who 
are deserted. He leads out the 

Prayer Guide



prisoners to prosperity, but the 
rebellious live in a scorched 
land. Psalm 68:4-6

There are over 215,000 
children awaiting adoption in 
the United States.  

Heavenly Father, may the 
children in our communities 
waiting for their forever 
homes know they are loved 
by Jesus and that You desire 
a relationship with them.  
Awaken your Church, open our 
homes, and equip us to serve 
children and families well.  

Prayer 2
Learn to do what is good. 
Pursue justice. Correct the 
oppressor. Defend the rights 
of the fatherless. Plead the 
widow’s cause. Isaiah 1:17

85% of youths in prison come 
from fatherless homes.

Heavenly Father, we ask that 
communities are transformed 

by your Church living this verse 
out in our everyday lives for 
your glory.  

Stronger Futures

Prayer 1
Pure and undefiled religion 
before God the Father is this: 
to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to 
keep oneself unstained from 
the world.
James 1:27

There are over 407,000 
children in the foster care 
system in the United States.  

Heavenly Father, we pray 
for the future of vulnerable 
children impacted by the foster 
care system and ask that you 
provide them peace, stability, 
safety, and healing.   Use us 
to be their advocates and 
provide us opportunities to 
take the hope of the Gospel to 
them that they may experience 
the love of their Heavenly 

Father and see their lives and 
eternities transformed.  

Prayer 2
Then I heard a loud voice 
from the throne: Look, God’s 
dwelling is with humanity, and 
he will live with them. They 
will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them and 
will be their God. He will wipe 
away every tear from their 
eyes. Death will be no more; 
grief, crying, and pain will be 
no more, because the previous 
things have passed away. 
Revelation 21:3-4

700 million children in the 
world go to bed every night 
without a father in the home. 

Heavenly Father, until this day 
comes, equip us through your 
Holy Spirit to commit our lives 
to the good work you have 
put before us – to care for the 
fatherless. 



Man Up and Go
18404 Indiana Ave
Odessa, FL 33556


